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Aus hundert Meter Tiele einen Schacht gegraben ; 
in Westdeutschland eingetrof fen 

i j ■ 

Sleben Isctiechisdien politlsdten Hdftllngen gelang auf sensatfonellc 
Welse die Fludit aus dem Uranbergbau In Joachtmslal. tinier un- 
vorstellbaren Sdiwlerigkcllen batten sle slth In drel Monaten aus 
bunder! Meter Tide einen Srtiadit gegraben, der auflerhalb der 
Wadittllrme an die Oberfiadie Itmrle. Dlese riuctit 1st um so er- 
staunlicher, als berelts Im Frilhjahr dieses Jahres sleben tlctf ttlnqen 
die Fludit auf die glelche Welse gelang. Trolr Her erlolgten Zer- 
sNirung des ersten Sdiadiles konnte slrh felzl aurh die zwelte 
Grttppe emeu! herausgraben. Oann aber begann In langen Nttchten 
die Fludit vor den Verfolgern, das Gehel/twerden In den WJU- 
derti.. (Reportage aUrgen Nevcn*du Mont; Photos Alfred Strobel) 



ScheinwerK'f 
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j ; lUThtftQ, * ’lOMtl iVP|U^V F 

rW/WBritGM fHK JOAimMSIAl'i 300U0 uolitisdie und „krimlnellc* 
Strahiefangene slnd zu Zwangsarbcit irk tsdierihisdu n Urar^orgbau-Bczirk 
v&*> Joachimstal verurtellt. In den vierzel,! verschiedcncn Lagtrn leben moist 
}e 2000 HMtHnge (Blld oben). Wegcn derjauBcrordentlich starkcn Bowaduing 
dutch die Staataslcherbeitspollzei 1st eitie Fludit aus dcm Lager praktisch 
nnmdelich. Die Fltichtllnge konnten dalicr nur denunterirdisdien Weg wahlen. 
P& He eln tflgllches „Arbelts*oir zu erltlilcn batten, ketne Bohrwcrkzcugo 
besaBcn und Jedes Gramm Sprengstoff stehlen muBten, gclang es ihnon erst 
nadh harler dreimonatiger Arbeit, die ErdoberHildic zu errnlrhen {Blld redds). 

Wn t>cc,*oVw . 





im enr rvn nm v\o % zohn Kadito 

marsdtlcrten die Flucbtlinge ohne Naiuung. 
" agsilber sthliefen sie versteckt (links). Ein 
Mann witrde von russischon Posur. orsdws- 
fen. Ilnlhtot voi li;*d»dpfung vueichten die 
nbrigen endlith Westdeutschland unci Icier- 
lon im Valkis-Lager Wiedorschen mil ihren 
Knmcimlen, die turrits im Frdhjohr gctlohen 
varen (obeni. Im Urnnbergwork Jnadiimstnl 
call ein besonderes LngcrgeUl; 111 r das wi>* 
chcntlldm Rasiercn gnb es nine Kudo (redits). 
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on lj.it olne KrhnhmhdhiM' PmU so ei|ei|l win dei Mordpio*«d\ <|ei|o* die ill^dum*. Sylvio |\«,| (Imkk und Mill 
n ui l L. V 10 A Tn7 l( ’;, ,l 7 MomIps on Jomme IVrron, itor Dlrekttlre eitte$ hestheldenen Porker Hotel*, bestlml* 
, IM koine pMwohnlhho V"Thi*Khi»rl«, Joliroinqn hot man Mo ols WJdorMmulskainpferln qotoiort, Sdtrltl »o||er luihon 
di!;y^lVr\^^7o!nV' "* xf " Um *l'\* { * M«V|ul*«rdo verholtot nod inn KZ RovensbnUk verwWppt w" rde, hMto Mo 
™ V uinnmlUHdio Pdr*ur<|o hollo* Annnhen tmler Ihrnn Milqefonqenon erwoiben, Uml non dinner Mord bn* 
il . * ii UrCr ,> 7 ,on 1 Fm iT , l? * V IVr Vwdrtcht Will* * u *' woh! nlo qrqen Sylvie qenddet, wdre Mo nlcht mdliilb'A 
r Jt kfl ri iU "\ !\' m t u ' x * U ' nn ™ R *» hnl Mahriik IMIllo ttnfnnl und Abdullah Sunlhll (redds) vorhannl. 

Anqektoqte besthuldlqt die Alqerler. jVott Stmlhit olworlet Me eln Kind,., (Phn \h Wnhttrr, Connbnrd/on. API 
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Mordprozeft um Deutschen in Sudafrika 
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itmrd, Udunhmml, Mold nos Ihdhe? Dos (im'iihi in dor mldohikunlkthen Shull 
rJW <! lrtH ml1 lhM Autklrinioq d.h (inwntlvnrhvnrhnn* no dm lino. 
Tin Mr a. \m«i May Howell heouih.uit M, loppt bn Dunkeln. Vor Worhen wnrdr 
lluwjdi, Dok lor dor Pbllminphle uml noil 1<M| in Stidofilko misanMq, m ihter 
m qrleqeium ronu mil dnr Veromlo ordrns.selt und mil shuktm Vetbrnnnimqnn 
cr ./'V *!' '* ! lth,0, ° diumn don In DmilMhl.md qnborennn Oxkm 
mn MnlleuN ilinkM und nemo nudoh Ikmihabo Pi mi (ledtUI. do diene oln ninxlqe 

WffiJWIWIFIiJWJI 



m del NoIumIo, l mihmderi« wohu. d.ene Jh-wrlse" woren judn siuiilifh und 
die lb sMudtliulen shitteh Jede Sihulo emu(jiMh oh Denmuh wdre vlelhmhl .*jiie Vei ■ 
urledunti niloh|l. both »«on imhl noth in let/ter Mimde mil (bund nothmoluiei Untoi* 
smbmuien Anndiheit enidotkh die mil toneu Hltmdmnrd schlieHen lonsen. Mon stellle 
Moluto (Mllteh Uer in*wimhen feMtiemnmneno Dimer vtm Shdienn wohr* 
nthidnllih oh Idler In Prone kemmt. Noth Mrellet ohm MoUdo die Tot oh. fi.lle sir 
m en wdre tier nrMe Rihiolnioid Im MltlohfkonlnHim Preleklmoh fNord/irejtM 
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. I yor?- ?<l, IaV Camps vr+r\\ iCuIZjL 

. ! l : | . ' : *’ -* v I ' ' ; 

established; in Czechoslovakia oinoe 19i|.8 as means of punishment 

In the first part of Ootober 1951* ll|. Czechoslovak prisoners 
from the Jachymov Mines esoaped to Germany. This group had worked one 
day voluntarily 'over time* and instead of taking the lift down into 
the mine,! they hid jin one of the abandoned pits about 100 meters under 
the surfacd. j Prom this place the group after three and a half months 
dugg itself to: freedom using only hand .tools.; The tunnel which they 
dugg through led behind the wire fence of the labor oamp. They made the 
distance of i|.0 kilometers to the border An' prison clothes, without any 
mishap. The following labor and concentration camps are) in the vicinity 
cf Jachymov: Vykanov, Svornost, Rovnost, Marlnka, Elia5 I, EliaS II, 
Bratrstvl. J Three additional camps are jin jthe nearby Horni Slavkov. 

It is estimated that there are more than 30*000 prisoners in then Jachimov 
camps,;; j i j ; , 'j .• j 

| j i 1 : ! j 

"Veritas" publishes herewith a 

working conditions in the concentration oamps in Czechoslovakia. This 
report is based on personal experiences of Jan Ne Jez-Bradley, a Czecho- 
slovak student, who was charged with ; organizing an illegal student 
group and whe spreading of illegal pamphlets; of Premysl Harmann, a 
student from Prague, also a former prisoner, and of many others, who do 
i not wish to be mentioned* M 
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i T,. Camps of punishment (foroed labor oamps) 
in Czechoslovakia 1 



Two kinds of foroed labor oamps were set up in Czechoslovakia : 
a) There are) foroed labor camps to which people are sent by the order 
of the ofimihal commissions, which are established as a part of the 
National Committees (Narodnl vybory). Persona sent there are those who 
did not attaoh themselves to the general working plan and who are avoiding 
work; then the unsooial ones and politically roaotionary elements, whom 

III; ; ! 

iimi |i|, m'jLL 
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the oourts did not have to find guilty Wp any aotionable offence. - - 
This type of oamps ate to serve as a place of correction, so that after 
* a while the prironers may return into the normal society. 

! T . -- . j ! i I . ; 

;• b) ; Then, there are those forced labor oamps, where the incorrigible 

; offenders of people's democratic regimes are being sent, who were found 
cmiit.v hy !5 ts 1 6 courtj j o nH ordir.sry Tirho ennnot be 

; coereoted by the simple way of forced labor. This second type of oamps 
coutt be characterized by the following slogan: "You'll either come to 
your senses - or you'll diel" This is also the way it is told to the 
: prisoners when; they are being transported to these oamps. 

1 On | September l6, 1949* when all the war prisoners were released, 

, these kind I of oamps were looated only in the territory whioh forms the 
i triangle; of Jaohymov-Karlovy Vary-Marianske LAzne, i.o. in the locality 
: where thern arc natural resources of uranium. Those prisoners, who 
until the above mentioned time worked there, were substituted by Czech 
| political prisoners and by criminals. 

i : : i | I ! ; , . : 

OnOe a 'month all the oounty prisons are sending transports of 
! prisoners into !the main camp (oolleotion oamp), which is located on the 
outskirts of the village Vykmanov, not far from the express railway 
Praha-Ostrov-Cheb, on the main highway leading from Jachymov to Kariove 
Vary. Prom this camp the prisoners are being assigned to all the other 
i oamps. This oamp also serves for the gathering of persons, who are 
; partially or completely unfit for work. Th^rare about 7000 prisoners 
! stuffed Into the barracks at one time. A speoial formation of State 
i seourity police (3000 men) has the task of oaring for the external security 
i of the oamp. The headquarters of this formation Seourity Police is in 
Ostrov, where also live the families of the members of this servioe. 

A unit of prison guards, numbering 20 men, oares for the seourity inside 
| the oampi j 

I . ! : ‘ : 

The main territory where the camps are looated lies north of 
I Ostrov in the oirole surrounded by the oities and villages of Jachymov, 

1 Boil Dar, Breitenbach, Pernink, Merklin, HroznAtin. Altogether 60 of these 
I camps are here: 1 Those well known are Bratrstvl (1000 prisoners), Rovnost 
! (1050), EliAo (600) Eva (700), Marianka (4B0), Svornost (800), Barbora (300) 

I Jifina, SidliSca, About 10P00 members of the Seourity police oares for 
1 the outside seourity; formation "Kopeoky-Vrsky" consists of 1000 men, 
formation "MarlAnka" of 1500 mon. Every oamp has 5-10 prison guardfwho 
oare for the jinside seourity of the oamps. I: i 

I A j i j' II 

! 7tu. formations of National Seourity Police are dutiable direotly 
to the Prague headquarters; the prison guards take their orders from the 
headquartors iofj the prison; guards in the jPlzeii-Bory prison. 

The civilian population of this territory - as far as they have 
permission to reside there - is composed of German miners, but mostly 
of Slovaks, who settled here after 1945. A large part of the villages, 
however, is unihabited, or inhabited by the Various units of the National 
Seourity Polios. I 

; ; ■ : | i • r : - • •: ; ; 

There are no speoial warning or caution signs in this territory. 
Every Satturda Saturday and Sunday, however, there is a thorough oontrol 
on the roads leading into or from this territory, trains inoluded. 

; To oorae near the uranium mines is striotly prohibited. There is a thorough 



I. 




search of those who enter, who are employees only and have to have 
speoial pass-cards. Otherwise, there is only an occasional oontrol during 
' the week. , ; , • 

’ : ' . i = ! ' : : ; . 

The personnel of the National .Security Polio e and prison guards 
is composed of specially selected and sohooled Communists; their handling 
of the prisoners is arrogant and rough. These are mostly young men in the 
rank of pstty-cfficcrs {Enclosure No .1) : 1 

! I ■ i ! 

: : I : Mi'- • 

The oivilian population living outside the camp acts friendly 
.towards the prisoners. As far as the prisoners working in groups outside 
of oamp got in oontaot with their civilian neighbors, always reoeived 
cigarette and food from them. The prisoners, ! however, are striotly forbidden 
to associate with anyone outside the camp; many a prisoner who got caught 
testing to a civilian was bodily punished. 

! Situation in oanips in general 

By every uranium mine you'll find! a prisoners' camp. The site 
for these camps ]is usually seleoted so as to have the hlghes possible 
security. It's Usually a clearing in the woods, a steep mountain side, 
a bare plain etc. There is a so-called "no man's land” in :the circle of 
500 meters surrbunding each pit ; wandering into which is strictly forbidden. 
Each pit is.enoiroled with a double barbed wire fenoe. During the night 
these wire fenods are flooded with strong lights from many reflectors. 
Alongside! the wire fenoe - with 3hort distance lnbetwoen - xiuuifltxgx are 
guard towers ooCupied by guards with machine guns. 

; ; • . ‘ ! ! : ; 

i ... I The ' 0 amps themselves are surrounded by a single barbed wire fenoe 
and provided with refleotors from the outside as well as from the inside 
of the oamp. There is a oontrol station of the National Security Polioe 
at the main gate. The Seourity Polioe controls all those leaving or 
entering * shifts, brigades, not omitting the police and the prison guards. 
There is a big yard in the middle of the camp where tho roll-calls of 
prisoners, reading of orders, reports of punishment are taking place. 

The oamp itself j consists of barracks. Eaoh barrack has 20-30 living 
quarters. These barraoks ore in a vary bad condition, with leaking roofs 
and oraoked walls. Every room has one table, several choirs and a limittad 
number of obts - it-. ' a lib - - it all depends how enterprising or inventive 
the prisoners iri this or that room are. Some of the oota have straw 
mattresses, ! some of them are only covered with straw and still on some 
of them the; prisoners sleep on bare boards. Because there is shortage of 
water; in the oamps, the floors tre sorubbed only onoe a week; then they 
are stained! with a disinfeoting solution. But anyhow, the rooms aro full 
'of vermin 1 . Most! of tho rooms are lighted by eleotrioity. In tho middle of 
the room there la a stove heated by saw-dust; two drums of saw-dust are 
allowed .dally for each room. ; . 

i j ! !: * building 

Besides] the barraoks for prisoners there is a 
for the prison guards where also the administrative offioes are located; 
then there is ajbuilding where the kitohen and atook rooms are looated 
and finaly a hospital blook. 

: i | : ' • ; ■ ! 

80# of the prisoners are political prisoners, who were x oonvioted 
| after February i 1948 ; 15# are political prisoners oonvioted after 1945 
j (among these are German offenders; former members of the Gestapo, of 
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Hitler's B3a ok Guards, -SS- and Nazis in general); 5 % are ordinary 
criminals. After the arrival in the main concentration camp in Vykmanov, 
the oivillan olothes are taken from each prisoner; he is then dressed 
into a brown oamp uniform, and is also given a spoon, 1 clay jug (pitcher) 
and two blankets Once a month he jets a ration of soap and also once 
a month his underwear is changed, i T.Ue life in the camp is run by regu- 
lations issued by the oommander of the camp (Encl.No.3). The movement 
around the camp is limltted to the barraoks and 

the yard; to dai^e to go somewhere else means the prisoner# is letting 
himself open to|tho danger of being beaten up by the prison guards. 

.The latriranln the camp are roofed. One latrine is for 200 prisoners. 



SIX. Workin 
■g n-r- w 



tg conditions; 
oamp 's "self government'" ' 



The | prisoners are devided in three working groups. 

I ' i ■ | i I ; i ' • I ..! 

1. Prisoners who work in the mines i These are devided into three 
[shifts. Every shift is devided into smaller units still, acoordint to 
the depth in which they work under the ground. Each of these units is 
oomposed of xcoertain number of squads,, according to the kind of work 
ithey do. Each squad has its own leader. The oivillan miners are watching 
over these squad-leaders and at the same time assign them their working 
[tasks. Each, squad-leader has a list of his men. His duty is to mark down 
their efficiency in work and to recommend them for reward, which is being 
given in the form of cigarettes. He also awards speoial rations to which 
only the mine, workers are entitled, he submit#? their oomplains and is 
responsible ; for ; shirking in work or for theii* escape. 

2. The prisoners who work on the surfaces £ a) in the work-shops, 
b) bn the building constructions, c) or as experts. All work in two shifts 
and are devided into two groups according to 'the kind of work they do, 
and: further; into squads in the same way as the prisoners working in the 

mines. ! j j i i| \ ! 

; i ; ’• f I ! * : ? i ;‘j . ‘ 

3. The prisoners who work outside! the oamp. These are mostly 
seriously ill! or older people. Their work! consists of pulling out the 
[wooden material! from the pits, working in the woods, repairing the roads 
and ether speoial tasks. They work under! the [ av^p envision of the polloe 
and they do : not | share the advantageous miners' rations. 

j =' : ' ' : : i ! ; : 

| As to! the technical side, every mine; is supervised by x 

[Russian. engineers and technicians. The supervisor of a pit is always 
■a Russian. The planners, statists, architects, the heads of laboratories 
land other Important departments are always Russians. The heads of the 
jshifta, their assistants and miners are mostly Czeohs, Germans and Slovaks, 
j. . . | ; I ! ; ; an _ J 

j : Eaoh shift works 8 hours daily. There ia/aoourately preparod 

[working schedule that has to be met; for this the head ofithe unit is 
responsible. The shook-worker units work only X 6 hours a day. Anyone 
! who does not attend the shift! is bodily punished, even then when the 
oamp physician finds him siok. That is to say that besides the doctor's 
: examination every xx sick man has to undertake an examination by the 
member of the prison guards, who determines whether he is fit for work 
or not. I i 
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After every shift there are 2 hours of work in voluntary work- 



i : ; I ! 

] ’ 
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brigades. The work takes place mostly inside the oamp (water supply 
Installations, the repairs of barracks etc.) 

The work in the mines lies ynostly in loading of stones, drilling, 
exploding of ore and digging* In addition the prisoners are kept 
jbusy by putting tJu±xxUbr±xx the barracks into order and/other work around 
i the oamp. The civilian miners are only giving instructions to the prisoners, 



There is no financial compensation for the work. All the prisoners 
:k£ who work in! the mines get, Is the special miners' food-rations and 
-8 cigaretts a day. The shock-workers are permitted to have visitors 
and/* receive! food packages. 



I 



X 



The! camp Is being managed by the commander of the prison guards 
and by his helpers numbering 5-10 men, according to the size of the oamp. 
The commander appoints the oamp's foreman - a prisoner - usually a person 
who serves a life sentence. 

: , . i i ! ' i ' : : ! 

The forman of the camp again appoints the head of the Individual 
barracks and these again the heads of the rooms in their barrack. Theore- 
tically every prisoners' complaint is handed over by the head of the 
rooms to the head of the barracks and he again hands it over to the f orman 
of the oamp ; or someone of his staff. It's the forman of the oamp who 
commands assembling in the yard, where the accounting for each one takes 
place. He commands "Ettentionl" and reports to the officer In charge. 

His duty Is! to report the exact number of the men, which report is then 
checked by the polio e. 

i i '■ ; | i ’ ■ • ; 

The forman of the oamp and his staff - all sre prisoners - do 
not perform any manual work. They work in the camp's offices and are 
responsible ! for ithe order in the camp. They distribute the prisoners' mail 
and parcels. They make notes of the prisoners' behavior, their work etc. 
and report their findings to the commander of the prison guards. On the 
basis of these reports the commander deoides on the rewards or punishments. 

| . ; ! ! j • ' 

The|camps' formen are usually seleoted from persona, who were 
oonviotediforo elaboration with the Germans during the German occupation . 
or were members jof the Gestapo. For instance the forman in camp "Elia5"<*3~- 
Mtcwto the former member of the Brno Gestapo, Novak; the ferman in Camp 
"Rovnost" used tio be the manager of Bada shoe store in Cesk£ BudtSjovice, 
balled Holy,' who sutsxaat got a life sentenoe for being an Informer against 
the Cseohs during the German oooupation. 
i . ' j 1 i : I ; j ' I 

Other duties of these "representatives” of the prisoners are to 
arrange for leotures, cabaret entertainments, lending of books from 
the oamp's libralry and political re-orientation and schooling Got prisonors, 
under the oontrol of the camp's export for oultural matters. Among other 
things the heads of the oamp are permitted to let their Hair grow; 
they receive 10 Cigarettes daily. One is supervising in the kitohen; 
he assigns and controls rations, he inspeota the quality of the food and 
has the right to report any complants of | the prisoners directly to the 
oommander of the oamp. 

i ' ! • ' j 1 ! 

On the other hand, if something happens that angers the oamp's 
oommander, these oamp "functionaries^ are being punished without meroy 
and transferred to another oamp, or - In oaae of a serious offenoe - 
sent to the dreaded Bory prison. The inmates of this prison have the 
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so-oalled"huriger"j diet, so that anyond ih of these prisoners is glad 
to be. permitted to work outside of the prison and &n this way reoeive 
at least some food rations. 

All the important political personalities ere held in this 
dreaded prison for rsourity reasons. High ranking officers and foreigners 
are also being held here; these ere atriutly separated from the others. 

The inprisonment in Bory is considered to bo the severest punishment. 

1 ' j | i , i 

The most ^uungerouB" priboiiera are being heiu here* : eapeoiaxiy 
those who were caught trying to escape accross’ the border, j 

•'it, ' | | !■ ; 

Bodily punishment is determined by the camp's commander on the 
basis of reports given by the camp's foreman. The punishment is oarried 
out by the members of the National Security Polioe and prison guards. 

Many a time the oommander takes an active part in the carrying out of 
the punishment .' For instance, oommander PosplSil, kicked out an eye of 
one prisoner who was not present at an inspection because he over-s3ept. 

: ! : IV. Food M l ■; 

, | 11 1 | j !j ! ■ 

The food in all the camps is the same. Evory morning between 
5 and 7 the prisoners get black coffee for: breakfast. The bread rations 
they receive always the night before. j, j 

Ihe prisoner gets about 1/2 liter of soup for lunch daily. It is 
»MBt mostly lukewarm with some sort of vegetables floating on the surface. 
Sometimes it contains barley or lima-beans . i There is no fat in it at all. 
Then dumplings and potatoes are being given alternately. The potatoes 
are given unpealed, - three or four fio a man - in some gravy. The gravy 
is some sort of liquid which cannot be defined and It is also without 
any fat, ttt tfr. | j j i 

One gets a small pa piece of meat. The )U*KJk dumplings are served 
either over-cooked or not cooked well enough* The food is not clean due 
to the fact that the prisoners who work in the kitchen are mostly criminals 
who do not care much about hygiene. There is usually a small piece of 
pork for the Sudday meal (from some urgent slaughter), with some cabbage 
or other side-dish, one dumpling with gravy, of which again a small portion. 
The baslo food, however, is soup and potatoes. | 

; : i I i ' : • ' | 

Prisoners |working in the mines besides this basio food reoeive 
special miners' - or so-called Russian - rations. Prisoners of this 
oategory in' addition to the speoial rations of bread, oheae, 1 butter etc. 
reoeive also seme-ether some other things onoe a month (see Enol.No.q) • 

: j I ! 

Fruit or similar nourshimont that is so important for the health 
of the human body, is given very rarely. She -prisoners- In the winter 
of 1950 the 1 prisoners reoelved rotten apples. They were not given any 
other fruit during the whole iaxgxwi year. , | 

; j ! i j i 

In some of the camps food paroels may be received especially in 
those oamps where there is a certain nymber of ahook-working groups. 

These parcels, however, are often more a tragedy for the reoepienta than 
a blessing; they oause the disorder of the digestive organs, as the atomaoh 









I 



! and the body in general, whioh is used to the oamp's ration diet, ie 

■ unable to digest and assimilate itself to * normal nourishing food, 

i The nourishment value of the diet is highly insufficient; it has a dia 
I * distruotive affect on the young prisoners especially. They pick up the 
! potatoe peala and other litter Just to fill up their stomnohs. The 

i supervisors of thj camp placed a largy wooden box in tho middle of the 

j yard into whioh the prisoners are to deposit t&pmfiffrr* food - what irony l 

j 1 

I 1 I . V. Hygiene 



i 



I 



Each camp has a building aside from the others for the treatment 
of the siok. Except for the sign above the entrenoe it does not differ 
from the other buildings* It oonsists of one room where all the sick 
prisoners are being treated without regard what they are suffering from. 
Then there is a room for the medical examinations supervised by the 
campto doctor (also a prisoner). There is the supply room where the 
hygienio necessities are stored: as toilet paper, DDT etc. i Lastly there 
are the roottis for the dootor and his assistant. 

i i • l : 

! ' I 1 • 

The room used for the examinations is poor^ly equipped. In 
addition to a few rolls of bandages and ootton the dootor has at his 
disposal one injeotion instrument, one pair of soissors a few pincers, 
a thermometer and a very small amount of drugs. The widely used article 
is Darraol « as the drug for all ailments, and aspirin. 

The laok of hygienic supplies causes frequent epidemics against 
whioh the'oamp'S] dootor is powcrlosB. The only kind of treatment when 
such an epidemic: breaks out, is that all those stickon are registered 
and excused from 1 attending the nearest working shift. In Jett camp "Rovnost" 
for instance on Ootober 17, 191+9 an epidemlo of dysentery broke out; 

600 prisoners were stricken. All those strioken suffered terrible pains 
all through the night. Sixteen latrines were insufficient for suoh a 
great number of siok. The next morning the oamp waa unrecognisable; the 
prison guards themsolfes were afraid to enter the oamp for fear of being 
afflicted by the epidemic. That day only a very small number of prisoners 
attended the shifts. This epidemlo of dysentery was oaused by the oooks, 
who used water from the mine for cooking the morning oof fee* This water, 
for Its high radloaotivity was determined for washing and laundering only. 



The oamp, is very muddy especially in jthe Autumn. But even in tho 
summer time the prisoners who work under the ground and stand in water 
bring a lot of mudd which dings to their boots and olothing into tho 
barraoks. The rooms may be sorubbed only once, a woek and therefor»e they 
are in Impossible condition. The only usable means against the vennin 
is the Cseoh Imitation of the American DDT; it proved oomple telW inef- 
fectual, however. The prisoners are trying to get rid of the bea-bugga by 
burning their beds, with the epproval of the oommander of the oamp, of cours< 



j • =Many eooidents happen in the mines which are oaused by insufficient 

teohnloal equippment. Frequent slides of the walls under the ground 
caused many a worker his life or serious injuries. The undernaurishmont 
in general is the oause of many blood diseases. Many of tho prisoners 
are suffering from: rashes, uloers of the etomaoh, boils and scab. The 
inf lama tion of the eyes is a frequent sioknesa of those tho wear strong 
glaaaess and still have to work in the mines; in many oases this oaused 
partial, mx and in one case oomplete blindness. A great number of prisoners 
suffers from rupture and therefore they aro assigned to work on the surface, 



1 '• ! , j 
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Tuberculosis are the next most frequent siokness, especially 
among the young people. All those who are serieualy Injured or those 
whose illness Is in such a state there Is no possibility of reoovery, 
are being sent to the main oarap in Vykmanov, whera they are usually 
assigned to tfcj units working *a on ;ho surfaoe. They work on roads, 
and rail-ways ; which are being built just now all over this territory. 

: ! i 

* 

The victims of accidents, prisoners that were shot trying to 
esoape and persons wno died from one sickness or another, are being 
sent by special transports in metal ooffins to the Bory oamp; there 
the relatives may claim the dooeased in a sealed coffin and may tamj: bury 
them wherever . thojf choose - without a public burial, of course. 

1 ; | I • ; 

! | VI. Political schooling v 

! ■ ■ . ' \ r 

Political schooling is a compulsory subjoot in every camp. The 
disousslon groups are being conducted by a cultural instructor frctn tho 
ranke of the prison guards. Seleoted prisoners are helping him in this 
task (they are mostly former functionaries of the Communist Party, 
interned after the latest purges). 



The 'lectures are being given every evening from 6 o'olook on. 

The participants are devided into debating groups aooording to the 
working shifts. Every leoturo is eooompaniod by Russian or Czech social* 
istio songs, whioh every prisoner has to loom by heart. The tenor of 
the leotures is the same in all tho camps, beoause the material for these 
lectures is being issued by the Central Executive Committee of the 
Czechoslovak Communist party for the political schooling of the members 
of the party. The lectures deal mostly with Marxist philosophy and its 
teaohers Lenin and 3talin. The prisoners are permitted to ask questions, 
but the questions must not sound suspioious; should tho inquirer try 
to make funjof the lecturer or to embarrass him, he gets a beating and 
is deprived; of all privileges, if he had any. Besides tho philosophy 
of Marx, the economic problems are being discussed and tho Increase in 
working oapooity is emphasized. The prisoners are being encouraged to 
form ahook-workers units; as a bait many privilages are promissod them, 
even the pardon of their penalty and the release from the oamp. All the 
prisoners have the opportunity to read the Communist daily Rude Pr.6vo 
in the reading-room; this newspaper is being read aloud, commented upon 
under the watohful eyes and listening of the inatruotbr. j 



; I 

Each oamp has a library with about 200 books; about 5 Russian 
authors are ' represented with approximately IjOM books eaoh, written by 
writers like Ehrenburg, Polovoj, Fadejev and others. This soviet 
(literature Is intended to have an affirmative influence in the political 
'regeneration of j the prisoners. It proved, however, to bo a double-edged 
weapon. When a book by Boris Polevoj, -dealing with shooting down of 
■a Soviet flier, iwho in spite of his ijury escaped from the German captl- 
jvity,-was put into circulation, several prisoners tried to exoapo from 
Ithe oamp by using the way they road about in the book; one prisoner, 
a Lt. Slukai from Prague, was shot by the guards at this attempt. 

! • ' l • ; 



Organizing of dramatio groups is another of the cultural in- 
structor's tasks. The prisoners selected for this group are working on 
■the surfaoe and; axly in two shifts only, so as to be able to attend 
;reh«rsals after! the day's work. The prison guards attend all the oabaret 
performances of; the prisoners, and the more vulgar tho performance is, 

i . j . ! | , ; , ; , 

! : i i ! i . . : . | i . i 

» • i ; - j i ; ■ j 
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the better they like it* Even at these performances sabotage is sneaked 
in sometime, in one of the camps at such a cabaret performance, a former 
singer in a well-known Prague Orchestra, sang the song of Paul Robesson: 
j* "Missisipi" (Old Man River) . The oultural Instructor praised the song 
beoause it was oomposed by a progressive Negro* But the prisoners gave 
it another mining* Anyone of the listening prisoners oould understand 
it in that way, that the slaves, who are suffering, singging and threate- 
I- nlng their masters, are in reality the participants in the brown prison 
| uniforms and the men pushing the slaves are the guards in green uniforms f 
! who are present there. At the conclusion of the song all the prisoners 
joined the singer and together sang the song with suitably arranged 
i lyrics* This oauaed suoh a panic among the prison guards that they oalled 
j immediately for reenforcements; the hall was oleared and all performances 
were stopped for a period of 6 months* The prisoners were assigned addi- 
tional work* I 

j Any prisoner who plays an instrument is compelled to practice 

and play. If fenough musioians is found, an orohestra is formed* The 
orchestra of camp "EliaS" for instanoe, visits other camps* The orghestras 
j are often invated by the members of the security police, where the 
prisoners are often witnesses to loose drinking orgies. Should the 
oommander of the oamp take a liking to the musicians, they are relieved 
of their duties and all they do is travel from camp to oamp and play, 
i I i ■' ■ j . ; : ; 

The! la st addition of the "life's delight" in eaoh oamp are the 
Russian oourses. 3he attendance of these is compulsory; not to attend 
means bodily punishment as is for hot attending the xkJJt shift* The 
level of these courses is very low, ns: the instructors themselves have not 
> a thorough knowledge of the language and had themselves only finished 
uuam oourses for beginners* 

In oase the prisoners find some free time, they carry on 
disoussions among themselves in their barracks* Such discussions are 
strictly punished; especially when some "stoolie" sneaks into these 
\ prisoners' meetings. Otherwise they sing, or study English or some other 
western language; frequently some paper; and penoil is smuggled into the 
j oamp; they play various games, tell one another fortune from oards, oto* 
All this aotivity goes on in seoret as it ifc striotly forbidden* Anyone 
| oaught gets an inhuman beating. Still, there are known oase as the one 
about the forme professor of the Prague University, who started to write 
about the life in the oamp; the draft of his work was smuggled out and 
annonymously sent to the Minister of Justioe* 
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Enclosures 



Prison guards 



I» The list of personnel In tho Jachymov Region 



! BROUCEK, chief-guard end commander of the "Bratratvi" oamp 
1 i FUKS, assistant chief-guard, camp "Marianka" 
i KOMURKA, guard, camp "Rovnost" 

KURKA, guard, camp "Rovnost" 

NIEDERLE, ohief-guard and commander, oamp in Vykmanov 
PILAR, guard, camp "Brutrstvi" 

! POSPlSlL, chief-guard and oommander of camp "Rovnost" 

PRCCHAZKA, guard and commander, oamp "Marianka" 

SEDLAfl» assistant chief-guard, oamp "Rovnost" 

. ! 1 TICHY, assistant chief-guard, oamp "Rovnost” 

■ VAVRA, assistant-ohief-guard, camp "Bratrstvl" 

. ; i ; ; • . 

i * ! • * ’ ? > 

National Seourity Police 

j j i '! ‘ ! I 

! Warrant Officer HUSON, commanding oamp "Marianka" 

! Sergeant-Major PAVEL, assistant oommander 
! ; Corporal SNIZEK, camp "Rovnost" ; 

Sergeant SUCHt, camp "Rovnost" 

I Sergeant VESELY, oamp "Rovnost 

i I ! , *•. 

Russian technicians 

j Ruben GREGORIAN, engineer, inspector of the Jachymov Mines 
•j i MICHALOV, engineer, manager of Mine "Eva" 

- : I ' I : • • | ; 

I ! III. Daily Program 

! | * 

4*45 A.M. - Rising . j 

5 {20 " - Assembling for the morning shift 

6*00 j" - Night shif returning from work ! 

6*45 - Prisoners working on surfaoe assembling for work 

11*00 j"; - Morning roll-oall i 

12*00 noon |- Serving of lunoh I 

1*20 P.M. -Assembling for afternoon shift 
2*00 i"j !- Morning shift returning from work i 

3*00 |"i !- Voluntary working brigades 

5*00 I"! j- Evening roll-oall i 

5*20 i - Supper 1 : 

6:00 ;"j !- Schooling, oourses in Russian, oabaret entertaintment eto. 
9*00 "j - End of aotivity in oamp 
9*20 "j - Assembling for night shift' 

10*00 "j •- Afternoon shift returning from Bork 

'The daily program is posted 'every morning on the board In the 
middle of the oanp. In addition, orders of the oommander of the oamp and 
measures of punishment are also posted on this board. 



I 








^BICEK Josef, employee of the railway, serving 4 years for the support 
of partyzans 

BILA, businessman from Prague, 12 years for illegal activity 
CRHA» newspaperman, sentenced for collaborating with Nazis 
CUREJA, sergeant , of Czechoslovak army from Pisek 
DOBROVODSKY, mason from Bratislava, serving 8 years 
DRLIK, architekt from Ceske Budejovice 
DUBSKY, Major of the Czechoslovak Army, Praha-Bubenec 

FAJSTL, Roman; Catholic} Chaplain from Prague, serving 8 years for refusing 
the Holy oommunion to a Communist woman. In reality this woman 
with her family was converted by him and she left the Communist party 
FELSTEUER, Ma-jor of Czechosl. Army, sentenced u for being a member of 
the illegal group x£ "May 16" (”l6. kv5tna") 

FOflT, Major of the Czsl. Army from Prague j 

HADUICEK Josef, Principal of a school and mayor of the 0ity of Liberec 
HARTMANN Prenysl, a student from Prague, for Illegal activity in the 
group oalled "Serik” 

JEZEK V6dav, | a private from the Czechoslovak Army 

JILECEK, Roman Catholio priest from Vimperk, convicted for helping people 
escape aoross the' border 

KOLAft, Major of the Czsl. Army from Prague, sentenced to life (group l6.kvet> 
KOMINEK, Lt.Col. of Czesl. Aimy, sentenced to life 
KRAHULIK Jan, clegymen 

KUBICA, MUDr for life, phisician of camp "Rovnost" 

KUTILEK Jan i Officer of Czeohsl. Army from Kutna Hora, 12 years 
LANSKY Antonin, ‘Officer of the CSsl. Army 
LITXMANN, Lawyer from Prague 

LOUBAL Frantisek, professor, ohairman of Provincial Board in Moravia 

after 19^5» former political prisoner in Dachau - died in Feb. 1951 
MALY JAroslav, welder, from Ve jprty 
MANCAL Zdenek, radio reporter from Prague 
MASLONKA Stefan, sports radio reporter from Bratislava 

MATEJlCEK Dr . , Secretary of Slovak Deraooratio Party - Young peoples' seo. 
fr’dm.iBratislava 

NIMRA, dean, 68 years old, sentenced to j 7 years 
NOVOTNY Stanisk v Dr., former deputy of the People's party 
POKORNY from Prague 

PROVAZNIK Antonin, propria tor of a hotel, 8 years for attempted esoape 
REBEC, bookkeeper of an Insurance Company 

ROZlCKA professor from Prague, 12 years for illegal orossing of border 
SADOVSKY Josef, employee of glass-works from Sokolov. 

SASEK, Major of the Czsl. Army from Prague 

SRBA, 62 years old, convicted for helping his son to oross the border 
STELOVSKY I van, Dr., Lawyer, oonvioted for helping general Vloek to escape 
eoross the border. 

STfiPANEK, Colonel in the custom servioe from Prague, 2 years. 

SULC Boris, student* oonvioted for illegal activities 
SVEC Karel, polioe offioer from Kla tovy, underground work 
TINTERA, businessman in textiles from Prague 

VRSECKt Karel, instructor in Aviation Academy in Hradeo Kralove 
ZAVADIL Jozef, en employee of the Military Technical Institute in Prague 
ZIMA, Dr. from the Ministry of Industry, Praguo. 

This list oontains only those names of prisoners, with whom 
the writer got in oontaot with and whose names he remembered. 
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IV. The menu In oatnp '^ovnoat** 



Breakfast: Blaok coffee (dally) 

fcSLSStCT 

Maaubqtx 



Loach: 



r 

c 



Monday: 1/2 liter (little more than a pint) of vegetable aoup 

5 dkg of meat (about 4 ounces), 1/2 kg potatoes (about a pound) 

Tuesday: 1/2 liter of vegetable soup, 25 dkg of dumplings (about Je£ 1/2 lb) 
and gravy. 

Wednesday: l/2 liter of aoup, 1/2 kg of potatoes, gravy 

Thursday: 1/2 liter of soup, 25 dkg of dumplings, 10 dkg of marmalade 

. Friday: 1/2 liter of soup, 

1/2 kg of potatoes, 5 dkg meat with gulash 

Saturday: 1/2 liter of soup, 5 dkg of beef, 25 dkg of dumplings, gravy 

: i ; 

Sunday: 5 dkg of pork, 20 g of fat (1 1/2 ounces), 25 dkg of dumplings' 

25 dkg of cabbage. 

■ Supper: 

Monday^, i/2 liter of soup, 10 dkg of horse sausage, 1/2 kg of bread 

! i 

Tuesday: 1/2 kg of potatoes, giavy 

Wednesday: l/2 kg of cabbage, oarrots or other vegetable, 10 dkg potatoes, 
1/2 kg of bread 

i 

Thursday: 1 egg, salt 

Friday: 1/2 liter of soup, 5 dkg of ohese, 1/2 kg of bread 

' = ' ! 1 : 

Saturday: 10 dkg of sausage, 5 dkg of margarina 

! : | • 

Sunday: 25 dkg of sausage, 5 dkg margarina 

Spe'cial miners 1 rations (monthly rations) 

* 

1 1/2 kg of bread 1 kg of fat (or beaoon) 

1/4 kg, of ohesa>> 1/2 kg of sugar 

3/k kg of 'mai’garin 30 dkg of sardines in oil 

? ’••• •' > CT m..a nr 

> V — ' - 

60 dkg of meat ; 1 1/4 kg of pu Jcxy dumplings 

Cigarette : for ******** one man per day, aooording to the kidd of 

work he does... ... 



.. j 




